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(54) Rotary cutter 

(57) A knife holder 51 a is secured to a spirally formed 
groove 51b of a knife rotor (thus far being called a top- 
rotor) with screws A commercially available lengthy dual 
thin-edged knife 53 is secured to the knife holder 51a. A 
pressing member 52a is secured to a spirally formed 
groove 52b of a plane rotor (thus far being called a top- 
rotor) with screws in conjunction with a circumferential 
surface member 54. The knife rotor 51 and the plane 
rotor 52 are conjunctionally rotated to cut off a roller 
paper 55 by cooperating the dual-edged knife 53 and the 
circumferenctial-surface member 54 secured thereto. 


Fig. 12 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a rotary cutter for 
continuously cutting off a paper or a cardboard by a pre- 
determined length. 

In order to continuously cut off a paper or a card- 
board, conventionally, various rotary cutters have been 
used. Especially, a full synchro rotary cutter (called "syn- 
chro-fry cutter hereinafter) has a superior mechanism 
in which a knife is equipped in a groove spirally provided 
in a longitudinal direction of external surface of a top rotor 
and a bottom rotor whose rotate shafts are in parallel 
each other. In operation, the top rotor and the bottom 
rotor are rotated synchronizedly according to the feeding 
speed of paper so that a lengthy paper is cut off by inter- 
crossly cutting off the paper as though operating a pair 
of scissors. 

In order to cut off a paper with the synchro-fry cutter, 
two knife rotors must correctly be synchronized. To 
achieve this, neither the positional error nor the positional 
unstableness is allowed for the rotors, and yet, provision 
of extremely precise bearings are requiered. Further, 
knives are quite expensive and wear themselves so 
quickly to shorten service life. Furthermore, highly skilled 
technique is required to properly replace and adjust 
knives to the knife rotors, and yet, adjustment could not 
be done during operation of the synchro-fry cutter. 

In order to solve the problems, Applicant provided a 
push-type rotary cutter (Japanese Patent Laid-open 
Publication No. 6-304895, 1994) wherein knives pro- 
vided on the knife rotor cut off a paper or a carboard 
between the knives and external circumferencial surface 
of a plane rotor by pushing the knives onto the surface 
of the plane rotor. 

However, in order to replace the conventional syn- 
chro-fry cutter with a superior push-type rotary cutter as 
described above, there occurs economic problems. 

Further, it is also required that noises during cutting 
operation are reduced and that cutting surfaces of paper 
are beautiful. 

The object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved synchro-fry cutter which could be provided by 
low cost and which simplifies its maintenance. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

To achieve the above object, the invention according 
to Claim 1 provides a rotary cutter comprising a knife 
rotor (1) furnished with at least one knife on external cir- 
cumferential surface thereof and a plane rotor (2) 
installed at a position opposite from the knife rotor; char- 
acterized in that: 

the knives are spirally disposed and; 

the knife rotor cuts off a paper or a cardboard 
between the knives and external circumferential surface 
of the plane rotor. 


The invention according to Claim 2 provides a rotary 
cutter comprising a knife rotor (1) furnished with at least 
one knife on external circumferential surface thereof and 
a plane rotor (2) installed at a position opposite from the 
5 knife rotor; characterized in that: 

the plane rotor has an elliptic cross section or a 
polygonal cross section; wherein 

the rotary cutter cuts off a paper or a cardboard 
between lateral-side portion of the plane rotor and knives 
io of the knife rotor. 

The invention according to Claim 3 provides a rotary 
cutter comprising a knife rotor (1) furnished with at least 
one knife on external circumferential surface thereof and 
a plane rotor (2) installed at a position opposite from the 

is knife rotor; characterized in that: 

a knife-holding means holds each knife to a knife- 
mounting portion of the external surface of the plane 
rotor with play. 

The invention according to Claim 4 provides a rotary 

20 cutter comprising a knife rotor (1 ) furnished with at least 
one knife on external circumferential surface thereof, 
characterized in that: 

a swingable thick-plate member (44) is installed 
at a position where lateral surface of the thick-plate mem- 

25 ber substantially comes into contact with the knife rotor, 
wherein the knife rotor cuts off a paper or a cardboard 
between the lateral surface of the thick-plate member 
and the knives. 

The invention according to Claim 5 provides a rotary 

30 cutter comprising a knife rotor (1 ) furnished with at least 
one knife on external circumferential surface thereof and 
a plane rotor (2) installed at a position opposite from the 
knife rotor; characterized in that: 

a circumferential-surface member having paper- 

35 cutting surface is formed on circumferential surface of 
the plane rotor in order that a paper or a cardboard can 
be cut off between the paper-cutting surface of the cir- 
cumferential-surface member and the knives. 

The invention according to Claim 6 provides a rotary 

40 cutter of claim 4, wherein a circumferential-surface mem- 
ber having paper-cutting surface is formed on lateral sur- 
face of the thick-plate member in order that a paper or a 
cardboard can be cut off between the paper-cutting sur- 
face of the circumferential-surface member and the 

45 knives. 

The invention according to Claim 7 provides a rotary 
cutter of claim 1 , 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6, wherein the cross section 
of the knife rotor is elliptic or polygonal and the knife rotor 
is equipped with knives on lateral sides which designate 
so the farthest sides from elliptic-cylindrical or polygonal- 
cylindrical axis. 

The invention according to Claim 8 provides a rotary 
cutter comprising a knife rotor (1) furnished with at least 
one knife on external circumferential surface thereof and 
55 a rotatable plane rotor (2) or a thick-plate member (44) 
installed at a position opposite from the knife rotor, said 
rotary cutter further comprises: 

a bearing-support mechanism (8a, 9a, 8b, 9b, 26) 
comprising a toggle joint (26) wherein 
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an end (8a) of a bearing (8) of the plane rotor or 
the thick-plate member rotatably supports an end (9a) of 
a bearing (9) of the knife rotor and 

the other end (8b) of the bearing (8) of the plane 
rotor or the thick-plate member swingably supports the 5 
other end (9b) of a bearing (9) of the knife rotor, whereby 

the plane rotor or the thick-plate member and 
knife rotor comes close to or departing from each other; 

a bearing pressurizing mechanism (38, 39, 24) 
energizing the other end (8b) of the bearing (8) of the 70 
plane rotor or the thick-plate member and the other end 
(9b) of a bearing (9) of the knife rotor in the direction of 
coming dose to each other; and 

a stopper means (36. 27) for controlling amount 
of projection of a center portion of the toggle joint. 75 

The invention according to Claim 9 provides a rotary 
cutter of claim 2, 3, 4, 5 or 7, wherein the knives are spi- 
rally disposed. 

The term "plane rotor" in the above paragraphs des- 
ignates a rotor having a circumferencial surface to con- 20 
tact with tips of blades of knives provided on the knife 
rotor. The cross section of the plane rotor is not limited 
to a round shape but might be a polygonal shape such 
as a triangle or a square only if the plane rotor would 
smoothly rotate about its shaft. 25 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a schematic explanatory view of the rotary 
cutter according to the first embodiment of the inven- 30 
tion; 

Fig. 2 is a schematic front view of the rotary cutter 
according to the first embodiment of the invention; 
Fig. 3 is a schematic lateral view of the rotary cutter 
according to the second embodiment of the inven- 35 
tion; 

Fig. 4 is a partial sectional view of the knife rotor of 
the rotary cutter shown in Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 is a schematic explanatory view of the clear- 
ance adjusting mechanism of the rotary cutter sown 40 
in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the rotary cutter shown 
in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 7 is a plan of the rotary cutter shown in Fig. 5; 
Fig. 8 is a schematic explanatory view of the rotary 45 
cutter according to the second embodiment of the 
invention; 

Fig. 9 is a partial sectional view of the plane rotor 
secured with the circumferential surface member; 
Fig. 1 0 is a schematic explanatory view of combina- so 
tion of the knife rotor (of another embodiment) used 
for the inventive rotary cutter with the plane rotor; 
Fig. 1 1 is a schematic explanatory view of the rotary 
cutter according to the third embodiment of the 
invention; 55 
Fig. 12 is a sectional view of the knife rotor and the 
plane rotor of the rotary cutter according to the fourth 
embodiment of the invention; and 
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Fig. 13 is a schematic front view of the rotary cutter 
according to the fifth embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings 
explanatory of embodiments, details of the inventive 
rotary cutter are described below. 

Embodiment 1 

Fig. 1 is explanatory of the rotary cutter according 
to the first embodiment of the invention. Fig. 2 is a sche- 
matic front view of the rotary cutter of the first embodi- 
ment. Fig. 3 is a schematic lateral view of the rotary cutter 
shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a sectional view of fundamental 
components of the knife rotor of the rotary cutter shown 
in Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a schematic explanatory view of the 
clearance adjusting mechanism of the rotary cutter 
shown in Fig. 2. 

The reference numeral 1 shown in Figures 1 , 2, and 
3 designates a knife rotor secured with a pair of knives 
5a and 5b on two lateral sides of an elliptic-cylindrical 
body. The reference numeral 2 designates a metallic 
plane rotor having hard and smooth external circumfer- 
ential surface. The reference numeral 3 designates a 
feed roll in close contact with a plane rotor set to a posi- 
tion closest to the knife rotor 1 . The reference numeral 4 
designates a lengthy cardboard to be cut off. The refer- 
ence numeral 6 designates a slitter for adjusting width of 
a paper via cutting. The reference numeral 7 designates 
a rotary encoder detecting the number of the rotation of 
the plane rotor for identifying speed of feeding the card- 
board 4. The reference numeral 8 designates a plane- 
rotor bearing secured to a frame A. The reference 
numeral 9 designates a knife-rotor bearing. The refer- 
ence numeral 10 designates a pinch roller unit pulling 
the cardboard 4 at a predetermined speed. The knife 
rotor 1 requiring precise control of rotational number is 
driven by a servo motor 1 3 shown in Fig. 3. On the other 
hand, since the circumferential rotational speed of the 
plane rotor 2 may substantially be identical to that of the 
knife rotor 1 without necessarily synchronizing with each 
other, precise control of the rotational number is not 
required, and thus, the plane rotor 2 is driven by a con- 
ventional variable-speed AC motor 1 4 capable of option- 
ally adjusting rotational speed. 

It is permissible to use a conventional feed roll in 
place of the feed roll 3. By effect of replacing such a con- 
ventional drum -shaped knife rotor with the knife rotor 1 
featuring the above structure, by virtue of setting the 
knives 5a and 5b to a preset standby position afloat 
external circumferential surface of the plane rotor 2 
before activating operation of the rotary cutter, a card- 
board 4 can easily pass between the knife rotor 1 and 
the plane rotor 2, thus readily setting the cardboard 4. 
Whenever operating such a conventional rotary cutter by 
securing a plurality of knives to a single rotor, it was 
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always difficult to properly adjust interlocking effect 
between them. On the other hand, since the inventive 
rotary cutter secures a pair of knives 5a and 5b to a single 
knife rotor 1 without requiring difficult adjustment work, 
the knife rotor 1 can cut off a paper or a cardboard by 5 
optional length shorter than that was normally achieva- 
ble by any conventional knife rotor at the identical rota- 
tional speed. In addition, the inventive knife rotor 2 is 
driven by less power of the servo motor, thus making it 
possible to sharply save power and compactly build the u 
knife rotor 1 . Furthermore, since the inventive knife rotor 
1 is of elliptic-cylindrical shape, compared to such a con- 
ventional circular-cylindrical knife rotor, the inventive 
knife rotor is lighter in weight and incurs less flywheel 
effect. Even when repeating quick acceleration and 15 
deceleration, the inventive knife rotor 1 crisply rotates 
itself to enable knives 5a and 5b to cut off the paper at 
the exact cutting position with less amount of power. As 
mentioned earlier, since no synchronization is needed 
between rotations of the plane rotor 2 and the knife rotor 2 o 
1. such a conventional variable-speed motor being 
cheaper in cost than a servo motor may be introduced, 
and yet, since the plane rotor 2 can be driven with a belt 
via an external drive source, investing cost on the rotary 
cutter can be reduced. 25 

Referring now to Fig. 1 , initially, a cardboard 4 is 
pulled by a pinch roll unit 10 installed on the upstream 
side of a feed roll unit 3. Edges of the carboard 4 pulled 
out of the pinch roll unit 1 0 are properly cut off by a slitter 
unit 6, and then the cardboard 4 is conveyed in the direc- 30 
tion of the rotation of the plane rotor 2 after being nipped 
between the plane rotor 2 and the feed roll unit 3. In the 
meanwhile, while the knife rotor 1 rotates, the feed roll 
unit 3 is set to a position close to the knife rotor 1 up to 
such an extent in which the knives 5a and 5b are still out 35 
of contact with the feed roll unit 3. Owing to this arange- 
ment, distance between the knife rotor 1 and the feed roll 
unit 3 becomes shortest This in turn causes free-run of 
the conveyed cardboard 4 to become extremely short to 
stabilize travelling posture of the cardboard 4 pulled out 40 
of the feed roll unit 3, thereby achieving high precision in 
cutting off the cardboard 4, and yet, eliminating the need 
for providing such a unit for preventing the cardboard 4 
from unstably being conveyed. Since the knife rotor 1 and 
the feed roll unit 3 are conjunctionally installed on the 45 
external cicumferential surface of the identical plane 
rotor 2, provision of another feed roll unit conventionally 
being set behind a guide plate 1 1a is no longer neces- 
sary, thus simplifying the operating structure to contract 
space needed for accommodating the whole structures so 
to save the investment cost. 

The number of the rotation of the plane rotor 2 is 
constantly counted by a rotary encoder 7 set to a plane- 
rotor bearing 8. Based on data on the number of the rota- 
tion of the plane rotor 2. operating speed of the pinch roll 55 
unit 10 for feeding a paper or cardboard 4 is properly 
adjusted. Simultaneously, based on the speed of the 
rotation of the plane rotor 2, length of the supplied card- 
board 4 is computed, and then activating timing of the 


knife 5a in the state shown in Fig. 1 for cutting off the 
cardboard 4 is measured. Next, rotation of a servo motor 
13 shown in Fig. 3 is controlled to start off rotation of the 
knife rotor 1 so that the knife 5a can be brought to a pre- 
determined cutting position. In order to prevent the card- 
board 4 from being torn off or slacking itelf on the way of 
cutting operation, moving speed of the knife 5a, in other 
words, speed of the rotation of the knife rotor 1 , is com- 
pulsorily set in perfect accord with the speed of feeding 
the cardboard 4. 

In this way, the knrfe rotor 1 is rotated by operating 
the servo motor 13 capable of correctly controlling own 
rotational speed, thereby enabling the knrfe 5a and the 
other knife 5b to alternately cut off the cardboard 4. The 
cut-off cardboard 4 is then led to a guide board 1 1 b and 
then conveyed forward as of the state being nipped 
between a conveyer 12a and another conveyer 12b. 

ft is also permissible to drive the plane rotor 2 via a 
belt engaged with a conventional motor installed at a 
remote location. Except for the time of executing cutting 
operation, the knife rotor 1 may be rotated at any speed. 
According to the first embodiment, while the cardboard 
4 is shifted over the plane rotor 2 up to the cutting posi- 
tion, as shown in Fig. 1, the knrfe rotor 1 remains in the 
standby posture by laterally holding the knives 5a and 5b. 

In order to detect actual speed of the cardboard 4 
being fed. speed of the rotation of the pinch roll unit 10 
installed on the up-stream side of the feed roll 3 may be 
measured by means of a rotary encoder 7a. 

Unlike any conventional synchronized fly cutter, the 
rotary cutter according to the first embodiment of the 
invention dispenses with such a difficult adjustment work 
for interlocking knives of the upper and lower rotors, and 
thus, skilled adjustiment technique is not required for 
maintenance. 

The feed roll 3 shown in Fig. 2 is conventionally 
known, which is rotatably held by a bearing 3b, wherein 
the other end of the bearing 3b is rotatably linked with a 
pneumatic cylinder 3a rotatably held by a plane rotor 
bearing 8. By effect of pneumatic force from the pneu- 
matic cylinder 3a, the feed roll 3 is pressed against exter- 
nal circumferential surface of the plane rotor 2. Device 
for supporting the feed roll 3 and fittings for installing the 
pneumatic cylinder 3a may be provided independent of 
the frame A. Since the feed roll 3 is rotatable relative to 
the rotation of the plane rotor 2, external circumferential 
surface of the feed roll 3 is fully covered with soft material 
for prevention from slipping. 

As components of bearing supporting mechanism 
shown in Fig. 2 and Fig. 3, an end 8a of the plane rotor 
bearing 8 rotatably supports an end 9a of a knife rotor 
bearing 9, whereas the other end 8b supports the other 
end 9b of the knife rotor bearing 9 via a toggle joint 26. 

Supporting bases 38 and 38 are rotatably set to both 
ends of an extended shaft of a plane rotor shaft 2a, 
whereas supporting bases 39 and 39 are rotatably set 
to both ends of an extended shaft of a knife rotor shaft 
1a. Pneumatic springs 24 and 24 are secured between 
the upper supporting bases 39 and 39 and the lower sup- 
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porting bases 38 and 38. The pneumatic springs 24 and 
24 are respectiely energized in the expansive direction. 
However, since the upper supporting bases 39 and 39 
and the lower supporting bases 38 and 38 mutually press 
against each other as of the above condition to cause 
them to rotate themselves to incline their posture, linkage 
plates 40 are provided therebetween to prevent them 
from rotating and tilting themselves. Upper portions of 
the linkage plates 40 are secured with bolts, whereas 
lower portions are slidably held by sliding grooves 40a 
so that the linkage plates 40 can slide themselves solely 
in the vertical direction. Owing to this arrangement, the 
upper supporting bases 39 and 39 and the lower sup- 
porting bases 38 and 38 shift themselves in parallel with 
each other. The upper supporting bases 39, the lower 
supporting bases 38, and the pneumatic springs 24 con- 
junctionally correspond to the bearing pressurizing unit. 

The bearing pressurizing unit exerts pressure 
against the knife rotor shaft 1a and the plane rotor shaft 
2a in the direction to separate the knife rotor bearing 9 
from the plane rotor bearing 8. However, since the knife 
rotor bearing 9 and the plane rotor bearing 8 are 
restrained by the bearing supporting mechanism, in con- 
sequence, the knife rotor 1 deflects downwards, whereas 
the plane rotor 2 deflects upwards. When cutting off the 
cardboard 4 with the knife rotor 1, since the center por- 
tion of the knHe rotor 1 delects upwards, uncut portion 
may be generated. However, owing to the downwardly 
deflective effect, force is exerted against the center por- 
tion of the knives 5a and 5b to eliminate uncut portion 
from the cardboard 4. Since the plane rotor 2 is down- 
wardly deflected by own weight, owing to the upwardly 
deflective effect, posture of the plane rotor 2 is corrected. 

Because of function of the bearing pressurizing unit, 
bearings accommodated in the upper supporting bases 
39 and the lower supporting bases 38, the knife rotor 
bearing 9, and the plane rotor bearing 8, are respectively 
pressurized in predetermined directions. This in turn 
makes it possible to restrain radial-directional clearance 
of respective bearings and gap of respective supporting 
points of the bearing supporting mechanism, thereby 
preventing rotary shafts from wobbling themselves. 
Because of this, conventional bearings can be intro- 
duced instead of high-precision bearings, thus resulting 
in the substantial advantage not only for the manufactur- 
ing convenience, but also for maintenance work 

It is also permissible to make use of oil-pressure cyl- 
inders or coil springs in place of the pneumatic springs 
24 and directly secure the pneumatic springs 24 between 
the knife rotor 1 and the plane rotor 2. 

By turning a screw 27 incorporating micro-pitches 
secured to the toggle joint 26. a toggle step 36 shifts to 
the left and to the right to vary interval between the ends 
8b and 9b of the plane rotor bearing 8 and the knife rotor 
bearing 9. 

As shown in Fig. 2, since expansive pressure of the 
pneumatic spring 24 as component of the bearing pres- 
surizing unit works in the direction of separating the knife 
rotor shaft 1a from the plane rotor shaft 2a, the toggle 


step 36 of the toggle joint 26 constantly exerts pressure 
against the screw 27, thus eliminating the need to link 
the toggle step 36 with the screw 27. Consequently, gear 
box 25 can be provided independent of the toggle joint 
5 26. 

As shown in Fig. 4 (a sectional diagram), the knives 
5a and 5b are respectively secured to knrfe mounting 
portions 16a of the knrfe holders 16 which are respec- 
tively coupled with grooves 1 a formed in the longitudinal 

io direction of the knife rotor 1 , where several portions of 
each knife holder 16 are secured with bolts. The knife 
mounting portion 16a designates slender space formed 
by cutout portion and the groove 1a. A thinly formed 
lengthy permanent magnet 17 is set to wall surface on 

75 the part of the bolt, and then the knife 5a is inserted in 
space formed between the permanent magnet 1 7 and 
the groove 1a. In consequence, since the knife 5a is 
made of steel, it is absorbed by magnetic force of the 
permanent magnet 17. In order that the space can 

20 reserve play when mounting the knife 5a therein, thick- 
ness of the permanent magnet 17 is adjusted to be 
slightly thicker than the knife 5a. Because of this arrange- 
ment, the knife 5a slightly moves itself while the cutting 
operation is underway. 

25 It is also permissible to form a permanent magnet 
by means of a magnetic sheet containing flexible elas- 
ticity. 

It is by no means necessary to introduce specially 
adjusted expensive knives for the provision of the knives 

30 5a and 5b, but instead, commercially available thin-blade 
knives may also be used, and thus, wear and tear 
expenses can be reduced. Commercially available 
knives are finished with high precision, and thus, these 
knives can securely be mounted in the knife-mounting 

35 portion 16a. In addition, these knives can readily be 
mounted. For example, even when setting such a knife 
having about 2 meters of length, setting work can be 
completed within 20 seconds. 

Interspace between the knife 5a for example and 

40 wall surface of the groove 1a is emphatically illustrated 
in Fig. 4. However, in the actual case, there is merely 
quite narrow clearance between them. The knives 5a 
and 5b used for the inventive rotary cutter comprise con- 
ventionally known thin blades each having a maximum 

45 of S^m of precision in the height of the blade with V- 
shaped double-edge. Not only the V-shaped double- 
edged blades, but those knives each consisting of a lin- 
ear blade, a torsional blade, a single-edged Wade, or 
double-step blades, may also be introduced. 

so It is of course permissible to directly form the knife- 
mounting portion 16a for securing the knife 5a thereto in 
the knife rotor 1 or the knife holder 16. Although the knife 
holder is formed by way of rectangular prism in this 
embodiment, it may also be shaped by way of wedge. 

55 The permanent magnet 17 corresponds to the knife- 
holding means cited earlier. 

Referring now to Fig. 5. clearance S between the tip 
of the knife 5a secured to the knife rotor 1 and externmal 
orcumferential. surface of the plane rotor 2 is^constantly 
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detected with extremely high precision as per 1jmm unit 
based on those processes including initial emission of 
lightfrom a photo-oscillator 29 set to theplane rotor bear- 
ing 8 followed by reception of width data of light leaked 
through the tip of the blade of the knife 5a and the plane 5 
rotor 2 by a receiver 30 of a photo-sensor. "Die detected 
data is computed by a controller unit 31 for storage in 
memory 32. Simultaneously, computed data of clear- 
ance S is digitally shown on a clearance display panel 
35b of the operation desk 35. 10 

Desired dimensional numerical value of clearance S 
is set by the clearance setting unit 35a built in the oper- 
ation desk 35. On receipt of the desired value of clear- 
ance S by the controller unit 31. instruction unit 33 
transmits control signal to a motor 28 shown in Fig. 2 (the 1 s 
motor 28 itself makes up part of a clearance adjusting 
unit 34) to activate driving of a gear box 25, which then 
moves a micro-pitch screw 27 back and forth. The clear- 
ance adjusting unit 34 comprises the toggle joint 26 func- 
tioning as the bearing supporting unit, the motor 28, the 20 
gear box 25 which is driven by the motor 28 and provided 
with high speed-reduction ratio, and the micro-pitch 
screw 27 driven by the gear box 25, in combination with 
each other. The photo-oscillator 29, the receiver 30, and 
the controller unit 31 integrally make up a clearance 25 
detecting means. 

When contracting clearance S, the screw 27 is 
driven forward to internally push the toggle step 36 to 
lower the knife rotor bearing 9. This in turn causes the 
knife rotor 1 to descend itseelf to contract clearance S. 30 
When expanding clearance S, the screw 27 is driven 
backward to enable the toggle step 36 to externally 
emerge to cause the knife rotor 1 to ascend itself. 

By enabling the memory 32 to previously store data 
of clearance S according to the kind and the number of 35 
paper or cardboard prepared for cutting, owing to provi- 
sion of the clearance adjusting unit 34, even when vary- 
ing the kind of paper or cardboard, the controller 31 can 
immediately instruct optimal amount of lowering the 
knives. In this way, actual clearance can easily be 40 
detected by the clearance detecting means. Even when 
the cutting operation is underway, clearance can option- 
ally be adjusted by controlling operation of the clearance 
adjusting unit based on the detected data. 

Transferrable amount of the screw 27 can correctly 45 
be measured by the rotary encoder 37 secured to an end 
of the screw 27. 

Concretely, clearance S can be adjusted very pre- 
cisely as per 1^m unit in a scope ranging from -0.5mm 
up to +1 .5mm on the basis of S = 0, where S designates so 
position in contact with the plane rotor 2. 

Sharpness of knives and rounds of cutting during the 
cutting operation are encoded by the controller 31 of the 
clearance detecting unit for storing these data in the 
memory 32, thereby making it possible to identify correct 55 
time of replacing the knives. 

Since the knife rotor 1 is disposed relative to the 
position of the plane rotor 2, these rotors may be dis- 


posed inversely in the vertical arrangement or these may 
be installed by way of horizontal arrangement. 

Embodiment 2 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the knife rotor and the 
plane rotor of the rotary cutter according to the second 
embodiment of the invention. Fig. 7 is a plan of the knife 
rotor and the plane rotor shown in Fig. 6. Fig. 8 is a sche- 
matic illustrative view of the rotary cutter shown in Fig. 
6. Fig. 9 is an enlarged sectional view of the cutting 
mechanism of the rotary cutter shown in Fig. 8. 

Trie reference numeral 20 shown in Figures 6 
through 8 designates the knife rotor to which a pair of 
knives 20a and 20b are spirally secured. The reference 
numeral 21 designates the plane rotor to which circum- 
ferential surface members 21a and 21b are spirally 
secured. The knives 20a and 20b respectively consist of 
a commercially available lengthy thin-edged knife, which 
are respectively secured to knife-mounting portion of a 
knife holder. The circumferential surface members 21a 
and 21b each consisting of a prismatic metallic member 
having cutting surface 21c or 21d in opposition from the 
knives 20a or 20b The circumferential surface members 
21a and 21b are respectively secured to positions at 
which the knives 20a and 20b are brought into contact 
with the corresponding cutting surfaces 21c and 21 d 
while the rotary cutter rotates. The reference numeral 1 5 
designates a rolled paper to be cut off by a predeter- 
mined length. 

As shown in Fig. 6, the knife rotor 20 and the plane 
rotor 21 respectively rotate themselves in the arrowed 
direction. When observing this condition by way of planar 
view, as shown in Fig. 7, the knife rotor 20 and the plane 
rotor 21 are respectively installed without being orthog- 
onal to the direction of feeding the rolled paper 15, but 
these are obliquely set in correspondence with setting 
angles of the spirally installed knives 20a and 20b and 
circumferential surface members 21a and 21b in order 
that the rolled paper 15 can be cut off by way of being 
orthogonal to the paper-feeding direction. In order to cor- 
rectly set the cutting angle at right angle, fine adjustment 
is performed by relatively varying the speed of feeding 
the rolled paper 15 and the speed of the rotation of the 
knife rotor 20 and the plane rotor 21 . As the rolled paper 
15 in the state shown in Fig. 7 is shifted in the arrowed 
direction, the paper 1 5 is pressed against the cutting sur- 
face 21c by the knife 20a at a point at which tip of the 
blade of the knife 20a comes into contact with the cutting 
surface 21c, in other words, at a point on a line interlink- 
ing rotary axes 20e and 21 e of the two rotors 20 and 21 , 
before being cut off. Since the knife 20a and the circum- 
ferential surface member 21a are spirally secured, rela- 
tive to the rotation of the knife rotor 20 and the plane rotor 
21, the paper 15 is gradually cut off from the left end at 
which the knife 20a and the circumferential surface mem- 
ber 21 come into contact with each other up to the right 
end thereof. Because of this arrangement, only a slight 
amount of pressing force is exerted, and yet, the both 
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rotors can be driven with insubstantial amount of power. 
Furthermore, since the paper 1 5 is gradually cut off, cut- 
ting noise is minimized. The knives 20a and 20b contin- 
uously cut off the rolled paper 15 by a predetermined 
length while repeatedly executing the above operations 
in association with the circumferential surface members 
21a and 21b. The paper feeding speed and the shifting 
speed of the knives 20a/20b and the circumferential sur- 
face members 21 a/21 b are adjusted to be equal to each 
other. 

While the paper cutting operation is executed with 
the rotary cutter having knives 20a/20b spirally being 
secured to the knife rotor 20 according to the second 
embodiment of the invention, the cutting surface 2c with 
which the rolled paper 15 is brought into contact is 
formed on circumferential surface having radius com- 
prising a distance b between the rotary axis 21 e of the 
plane rotor 21 and bottom surface of the rolled paper 1 5. 
where the distance b corresponds to the result of a sub- 
traction of distance a between the rotary axis 20e and 
the tip of the blade of the knidfe 20a from distance c 
between the rotary axes 20e and 21e. Width of the cut- 
ting surfaces 21c and 21d is arranged within working 
angles of the knives 20a and 20b while executing accel- 
eration, cutting operation, and deceleration. Minimum 
width of the cutting surfaces 21c and 21 d is arranged to 
be ±20mm from the paper cutting position. 

Next, referring to Fig. 9, further details of the cutting 
condition are described below. In Fig. 9, the knife 20a is 
pressed onto an opposite wall surface by a rubber-made 
O-ring 19 set to wall surface on the part of a bolt of the 
knife mounting portion 18a of the knife holder 18. The 
- circumferential surface member 21a is secured to a 
groove 22 formed in the longitudinal direction of the plane 
rotor 21 with a lengthy pressing member 23 made from 
hard plastics. Since the groove 22 has tapered section, 
while fastening bolts in several spots for securing the 
pressing member 23, the circumferential surface mem- 
ber 21a is pressed against the opposite wall surface 
before firmly being secured to the groove 22. Clearance 
between the tip of the blade of the knife 20a and the cut- 
ting surface 21c is finely adjusted by the clearance 
adjusting unit described earlier. 

The rolled paper 15 conveyed from the left moves 
itself at a speed identical to the moving speed of the knife 
20a and the circumferential surface member 21a before 
being cut off. Even though the shifting movement of the 
knife 20a and the circumferential surface member 21a 
slightly differs, since the knife 20a slightly moves itself 
relative to the movement of the circumferential surface 
member 21a by effect of the play of the knife mounting 
portion, the rolled paper 1 5 remains free from being torn 
off. 

Furthermore, owing to the provision of the circum- 
ferential surface members 21a and 21b. even when the 
cutting surface 21c incurs ruggedness as a result of pres- 
sure from the knives 20a/20b or prolonged service, the 
rotary cutter can constantly maintain sharp cutting effect 
merely by replacing the cicumferential surface members 


21a and 21b. Material of the circumferential surface 
members is not solely limited to metal, but hard plastics 
may also be used. 

As exemplified in the second embodiment, shape of 

5 the plane rotor is not solely limited to drum-shape. Fur- 
thermore, a variety of shapes can be applied to the knife 
rotor and the plane rotor. Fig. 10 (A) through (C) exem- 
plify sectional views of varied shapes of the knife rotor. 
The knife rotor 41 shown in Fig. 10 (A) has regular trian- 

10 gle section, where the three sides are respectively pro- 
vided with a piece of knife. The plane rotor 42 
corresponding to the knife rotor 41 also has regular tri- 
angle section having circumferential surface members 
being secured to three sides thereof. The knife rotor and 

is the corresponding circumferential surface member 
shown in Fig. 10 (B) respectively have square section. 
The knife rotor and the circumferential surface member 
shown in Fig. 10 (C) respectively have regular pentago- 
nal section. A plurality of knives are secured to the lon- 

20 gitudinal-direction portions (lateral sides) corresponding 
to sectional summit positions of the knife rotor. Sectional 
forms are predetermined in order that the axes will com- 
pulsorily pass through the center of gravity. When the 
knives are spirally secured to the knife rotor, except for 

25 the drum-shaped plane rotor, all the knives should nec- 
essarily be secured so that the cutting surface can be 
brought into contact with the tip of the blades of knives 
in the course of rotating the knife rotor and then the knife 
rotor be rotated. 

30 

Embodiment 3 

Fig. 1 1 is a schematic explanatory view of the rotary 
cutter according to the third embodiment of the invention. 
35 The knife rotor 43 provided with a pair of knives 43a and 
43b is rotated in the arrowed direction. In place of a plane 
rotor, a metallic thick plate member 44 having the illus- 
trated section is provided in order that it can stably swing 
itself around a swinging shaft 44b. Although the upper 
40 and lower portions of thick-plate member 44 are not sym- 
metrically formed, the center of gravity is above the 
swinging shaft 44b. A circumferential surface member 
44c is inserted in lateral surface 44a being opposite from 
the knife rotor 43 at a position with which the knives 43a 
45 and 43b respectively come into contact. The reference 
numeral 45 designates a rolled paper to be cut off. 

The thick-plate member 44 swings itself in corre- 
spondence with the movement of the tips of the blades 
of the knives 43a and 43b and then enables the knife 43a 
so to cut off the paper 45. Fig. 1 1 illustrates the state imme- 
diately after cutting off the paper 45. After cutting off the 
paper 45. the knife rotor 43 rotates in the arrowed direc- 
tion. On the other hand, the thick-plate member 44 shifts 
to the left during a period before the other knife 43b 
55 downwardly being rotated arrives at the paper cutting 
position. The thick-plate member 44 then returns to the 
original position before execution of the cutting opera- 
tion, and then activates the ensuing cutting work upon 
arrival of the knife 43b at the cutting position, .Speed of 


50 


7 


BNSDOCID: <EP 0707928A1_I_> 


13 


EP 0 707 928 A1 


14 


feeding the paper 45 is controlled by a feed roll unit (not 
shown) before determining the cutting position. The 
rotary cutter according to the third embodiment repeats 
the above sequential processes. 

It is permissible to spirally secure the knives 43a and 5 
43b to the knife rotor 43. In this case, it is essential that 
thickness of the thick-plate member 44 be increased, 
width of the circumferential surface member 44c be 
expanded or the member 44 itself be secured spirally. To 
implement swing movement of the thick-plate member 10 
44, either a cam unit, a link unit, or an eccentric crank 
mechanism, is applicable. 


Embodiment 4 
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The rotary cutter according to the invention may also 
be embodied by remodelling such a conventional syn- 
chronized fly cutter. Fig. 12 is a sectional diagram of the 
rotary cutter according to the fourth embodiment of the 
invention. 20 

The rotary cutter shown in Fig. 1 2 comprises a knife 
holder 51a for securing a double-edged knife 53 thereto 
and a circumferential-surface member holder for secur- 
ing a circumferential-surface member 54 thereto after 
disengaging knives from knife-securing grooves of the 25 
top rotor and the bottom rotor of a conventional synchro- 
nized fly cutter. 

The knife holder 51a is secured to a groove 51b of 
a knife rotor (thus far being called a top-rotor) with 
screws. A commercially available lengthy dual thin- 30 
edged knrfe 53 is secured to the knife holder 51a. A 
pressing member 52a is secured to a groove 52b of a 
plane rotor (thus far being called a bottom-rotor) with 
screws in conjunction with a circumferential surface 
member 54. The knife rotor 51 and the plane rotor 52 are 35 
conjunctionally rotated to cut off a rolled paper 55 by 
cooperating the dual-edged knife 53 and the circumfer- 
ential-surface member 54 secured thereto. 

When replacing knives, it is permissible to reserve 
the knife of the synchronized cutter as it was without 40 
touching the knife rotor 51 and solely replace the knife 
of the plane rotor 52 with the circumferential surface 
member 54. 

Since the conventional synchronized fly cutter is cor- 
rectly synchronized, the knife rotor 51 and the plane rotor 45 
52 can correctly cut off the rolled paper 55 by a prede- 
trmined length. As described above, merely by replacing 
at least either of the knives with the circumferential mem- 
ber, it is possible to easily remodel such a conventional 
synchronized fly cutter into an inventive push-type rotary so 
cutter. 

Embodiment 5 

Fig. 1 3 is a schematic front view of the rotary cutter 55 
according to the fifth embodiment of the invention. Only 
the different points between the rotary cutter shown in 
Fig. 1 and the one shown in Fig. 1 3 are described below. 


The reference numeral 62 shown in Fig. 13 desig- 
nates an oil -pressure cylinder whose both ends are 
secured to a supporting base 58 and another supporting 
base 59. The oil pressure cylinder 62 exerts energizing 
force in the direction of constantly bringing both bases 
to be close to each other. Tensile strength of the oil pres- 
sure cylinder 62 can be adjusted by way of feeding and 
discharging oil. A screw 56 is movable back and forth by 
a gear box 57 in order to restrain a toggle step 61 from 
shifting itself to the right. 

The oil pressure cylinder corresponds to the ener- 
gizing means. 

Since the oil pressure cylinder 62 constantly ener- 
gizes a plane rotor bearing 63 and a knife rotor bearing 
64 in the direction to be close to each other, a toggle joint 
60 is compressed, and thus, a toggle step 61 is con- 
stantly apt to project itself to the right. Availing of the force 
thus generated, a micro-pitch screw 56 is rotated to push 
the toggle step 61 to the left to stretch the toggle joint 60, 
thus expanding clearance between the plane rotor bear- 
ing 63 and the knife rotor bearing 64. 

In place of the oil pressure cylinder 62, it is permis- 
sible to use a pneumatic cylinder or a pneumatic spring 
or a coil spring. 

Not only defining to set the oil pressure cylinder 62 
between the support base 58 and the other support base 
59, but it is permissible to secure an end of the oil pres- 
sure cylinder to a frame 65 to lower the set position of 
the support base 59 or install the oil pressure cylinder 
62 between the knife rotor bearing 64 and the plane rotor 
bearing 63. 

According to the rotary cutter of the fifth embodi- 
ment, since the oil presssure cylinder 62 energizes the 
plane rotor or the thick-plate member in the direction of 
being closer to the knife rotor, optimal pressing force can 
be set by adjusting oil pressure, in other words, by adjust- 
ing energizing force according to the kind of paper. Fur- 
thrmore, it also results in the intensified force to properly 
cut off paper. In addition, since the gear box 57 is pro- 
vided, both the toggle joint 60 and the screw 56 can cor- 
rectly set clearance between the tips of the blades of the 
knives and the circumferential-surface member while the 
paper cutting operation is underway. 

Claims 

1 . A rotary cutter comprising a knife rotor (1) furnished 
with at least one knife on external circumferential 
surface thereof and a plane rotor (2) installed at a 
position opposite from the knife rotor; characterized 
in that: 

the knives are spirally disposed and; 

the knife rotor cuts off a paper or a cardboard 
between the knives and external circumferential sur- 
face of the plane rotor. 

2. A rotary cutter comprising a knife rotor ( 1 ) furnished 
with at least one knife on external circumferential 
surface thereof and a plane rotor (2) installed at a 
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position opposite from the knife rotor; characterized 
in that: 

the plane rotor has an elliptic cross section or 
a polygonal cross section; wherein 

the rotary cutter cuts off a paper or a card- 5 
board between lateral-side portion of the plane rotor 
and knives of the knife rotor. 

A rotary cutter comprising a knife rotor (1) furnished 
with at least one knife on external circumferential 10 
surface thereof and a plane rotor (2) installed at a 
position opposite from the knife rotor; characterized 
in that: 

a knife-holding means holds each knife to a 
knife-mounting portion of the external surface of the is 
plane rotor with play. 

A rotary cutter comprising a knife rotor (1) furnished 
with at least one knife on external circumferential 
surface thereof, characterized in that: 20 

a swingable thick-plate member (44) is 
installed at a position where lateral surface of the 
thick-plate member substantially comes into contact 
with the knife rotor, wherein the knife rotor cuts off a 
paper or a cardboard between the lateral surface of 25 
the thick-plate member and the knives. 

A rotary cutter comprising a knife rotor (1 ) furnished 
with at least one knife on external circumferential 
surface thereof and a plane rotor (2) installed at a 30 
position opposite from the knife rotor; characterized 
in that: 

a circumferential-surface member having 
paper-cutting surface is formed on circumferential 
surface of the plane rotor in order that a paper or a 35 
cardboard can be cut off between the paper-cutting 
surface of the circumferential-surface member and 
the knives 

A rotary cutter of claim 4, wherein a circumferential- 40 
surface member having paper-cutting surface is 
formed on lateral surface of the thick-plate member 
in order that a paper or a cardboard can be cut off 
between the paper-cutting surface of the circumfer- 
ential-surface member and the knives. 45 

A rotary cutter of claim 1 , 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6, wherein the 
cross section of the knife rotor is elliptic or polygonal 
and the knife rotor is equipped with knives on lateral 
sides which designate the farthest sides from eilip- so 
tic-cylindrical or polygonal-cylindrical axis. 

A rotary cutter comprising a knife rotor (1 ) furnished 
with at least one knife on external circumferential 
surface thereof and a rotatable plane rotor (2) or a ss 
thick-plate member (44) installed at a position oppo- 
site from the knife rotor, said rotary cutter further 
comprises: 

a bearing-support mechanism (8a, 9a, 8b, 


9b, 26) comprising a toggle joint (26) wherein 

an end (8a) of a bearing (8) of the plane rotor 
or the thick-plate member rotatably supports an end 
(9a) of a bearing (9) of the knife rotor and 

the other end (8b) of the bearing (8) of the 
plane rotor or the thick-plate member swingably sup- 
ports the other end (9b) of a bearing (9) of the knife 
rotor, whereby 

the plane rotor or the thick-plate member and 
knife rotor comes close to or departing from each 
other; ■ i \ 

a bearing pressurizing mechanism (38, 39, 
24) energizing the other end (8b) of the bearing (8) 
of the plane rotor or the thick-plate member and the 
other end (9b) of a bearing (9) of the knife rotor in 
the direction of coming close to each other; and 

a stopper means (36, 27) for controlling 
amount of projection of a center portion of the toggle 
joint. 

9. A rotary cutter of claim 2, 3, 4, 5 or 7, wherein the 
knives are spirally disposed. 
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